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INTRODUCT TON

Recent analyses of Puerto Ricol's vital statistios show soant evidence
for predicting an early drop in the insular birth rate.l But nre-
dictions based on statistical extrapolation may prove deceptive, for
suqh statistics often conceal important notsntials for change. . The
asgessment of such potontiels may, in the absence of sufficient
statistical data, be achieved crudely by qualltative techniques., In
a current study of the lower class family in Puerto Rico, & good deal
of material has been gathered which suggests that the population may

soon undergo e fertility decline,

The Project

In Decamber of 1951, field work was begun on a project designed to map
out somg of the broad relstionships between family patterns and fer-
tility. Using the qualitatlive interview as its principal investige-
tory bool, the study was aimed st uncovering the dynamics of Fomily
life which might have pertinence to human fertility. Since depth
rather than statisticnl coverage was the main objective, only 72
married (legally or consensually) couples with children were inter-
viewed, 24 in open country areas, 24 in villages, and 24 in the ciby,
Aregs were chosen which would be at least typical of Northeastern
Puorto Rico, From these arees (a total of 7) the cases were chosen
randomly from femilies meebing the following criteria,

1. Poverty, From the bureau of taxation, lists were taken of all

1
Soe (ombs, J. T., and Davis, K, "The Pattorn of Pusrto Rican
Fertility", Population Studies, Vol, IV, Ho. 4, March 1951,




houses valued at under $250., For the towns, this fipgure had to be
raised to $600 to seoure a suffiocient number of cases, In the city,
g slum ares, populated by shacke was chosen, Interviewers visited
oach house as an additional chock on the economic status of the
inhabitants,.

2, Intactness of Femily, Only families with husband, wife and ab
least one child were considered.

3, Durabion of Marital Union. Only unions in which hugband and wif'e
had Lived btogether for a minimum of 3 years end a maximum of 25
years were considered,

Six Puerto Rican interviewers were hired end trained intensively for
about threo weeks.l Since the aversge mothsr interview consumes five
hours (done in two sessions) end the father interview under three,
four female and two male interviewers were recruited.

Rapport and counter-rapport were extremely high, as evidenced by
frequent gift exchange, confessions on the part of respondents that
they "had never told this to a living soul," and glowing reports by
interviewers about the sterling qualities of their respondents, Inter-
views were facilitated by means of a structured interview guide, in
which great flexibility on the part of the interviewer was permitted
and sncouraged., All respongos wore taken down verbatim during the

interview and later translated into English by the interviewer,

Thile many aspects of family life were covered, the remainder of this
paper will be devoted primarily to those attitude and behavior
pattorns pertaining to femily limitation, Since this is the first

in a possible series of such reports, only country and village

1

For a desoription of the training methods employed, see J. Mayonﬂ
Stycos, "A Report on Interviswer Training in Another Culture
Public Opinion Quarterly, to be publisghed.
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respondents are included, and the conclusions prosonted are prelimi-

nary.l

A brief description of the composition of the sample should orient the
reader as to the types of femilies interviewed, Table I summarizes

the most pertinent characteristics,

Table 1; General Characteristios of the Sample,
by Residence and Sex

Country Village
Male Femals Hale Fomale Total Case:

Median Age 306.5 28 36,5 32

Range 23 -~ 54 19 - 850 22 - 656 21 - 54 (95)
Median

Yaars 4 3 6 Zeb
Schooling

Rango 0« 9 O - 7 0 - 13 0 - 14 (95)
Number of
Gatholice 19 17 9 10 (65)
Number of

Thites 17 17 9 10 (63)
Total Casce (24)  (24) | (23)? (24) (95)

1

While this paper attempts to sketoh out the averags or most
frequent patterns, deviant cases are not always discussed,
Subsequent analysis will be aimed at the construotion of
typologies which can explain the rangoe of hohavior as well
as the "normal" or modal hehavior,

2

In the only refusal to date, the respondent, repudely subject
to psychotic episodes, lept up and ran sway after the first
fow minutes of the interview,
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The New Mentality--Small Familymindedness
Our samplo then, Catholio, impoverished and poorly educated, is a
group from whom we might expect the gruatest degroe of apathy or
hostility toward family limitation, Indocod, frequent statements
of public officials, religlous lesdors and popular vwriters in Puerto
Rico would have us belleve that this class of people desire oll the
shildren "que Dios mande" (that God sends), that they consider
children their only capltal, and that they are too lazy or religious
to consldor blrth control measures, Such opinions show a lack of

understanding about the Puorto Rican lower class,.

In the first place, the present study shows a near unanymous vote for
small femilies, In answer to the question, "What ig the ideal number
of children for s family to have?" both sexes in both country and

tovn displayed their desire for tho small family.l

Table 2: Ideal Family Size

Country Village
Malo® female Malo Female
Nfﬂdign 3.»0 3.0 2.5 205
Renpge 2 - 12 1 -8 2 -6 2 - 4
"A1l God
sonds" 1 0 1 1
Number vho
Answered (22) (24) (23) (24)
1

Hattls dota have established similar facts for the island as a
vhole, In 1947 oclose to half of tho island's rural population
felt the ideal feamily size to be two or less. Only 14% expressed
an ideal size in excess of four, Hatt, Paul K,, Human Fertility
in Puorto Rico, A Socliolopical Analysis, unpublishod manuscript
1947, Teble 187, p. 273,

2
tlthough the differences are not apparent in the modian figures,
mon on the avorage prefer more children then women. Additionally,
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It should be noted also, that close to nine out of every ton men and

viomen explained their ideal number in terms of disadventeges of a large

family, This is quite significant, for it demonstrates that practicall
all the respondents arc thinking in terms of small families, even when
thoir ideal number may appear ind cative of large family mindedness,
Additionally some stated what they considered the maximum rather than
the idenl, reising the median statistics to the maximum, not the

opbimum family size,

Four, because if one is poor, too many

o et 4 A8

Eyildren ereate too much trouble to
raise them, (Yoi)l

The ideal number of children should be
five bocause that is the meximum number

one is able to support properiy. That

is the number the poor should have, (Z-7M)

oses with three one lives bebtter ...,
Loss than three would be good too.
that I say 1s that you shouldn't have
more than three, (X-9F)

These ideals are backed up by solld reasons, and give none of the
flavor of an offhand or "public" opinion. About three fourths of

the advocates of the small family explain the advanbages in terms

meny womon romarked bhat the husband is only interested in "filling
you up with children." This is the nct rosult of several reasons,
Firstly, of course, the man does not suffer the pains of childbirth
and rearing. Secondly, ho is more concerncd with proviag his
virility. Thile e high proportion of tho meles stated their
anxiety over having their first child to disprove their storility,
only seven womeon felt that a womon should be ashamed of barremness.
Four felt that such women weore fortunate, Iinslly, males arc more
interestod in secxual relations, Only eight of the fourty-eight
women felt that women esnjoy sexzual rolations as much as their
husbands,

"M" and "F" designate the sex of the respondent, Mors detailed
information on each respondent quoted here can be found at the
end of the article,
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of the children; that is, their oducation, rearing and susteinance,
The minority cite sdvanteges to the parontg---~botbter hoalth, a better

eaconomic condition and more loisure.l

There are, of course, strong carry-overs of tho old traditional
conception that children are the capital of tho poor. Roughly one

in ten of the totul semple spontansously metioned such large femily
advantnges as "help in old age", and a pood meny more voluntoer this
response vheon directly queriod as to the advantages of the large
family, Additionally, vhen malesg wore asked tho doliberately leading
question, "Does a large family help tho pfestige of & men?" 25 of the

46 who answered the question replied in tho affirmativa,

The majority, however, as Table 2 clearly shows, have halanced such
possible advantages sgainst tho difficultics of suoccessfully resring,
and have concluded that the small fomily is preferable, Thsro scems
to bo a growing roalization that the old "capital of the poor"

shitboleth is either tho retionalization of a fait accompli or a

contrary to fact supposition. Remarks such as those presented below
demonstrate that even tho most illiterate are aware of the ineviteble
penalties of a large family for tho landlcss and capital-less Puoerto
Ricany and thnt Yo use childron as an investment ‘o drew further
dividends requires more immediato capltel than cen comforbably be

musterad,

1
It is probable that the more secular the socicty, the more are

advanbages scen interms of the parents. Pusrto Rico may be in
a transitional stage, whore suoch opinion ig present and growing
but still in the minority.
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(Yhat are the ndvantages of a big family?)
I dontt see any,
(How about help whon old?) I don't sec it.
(thy?) Bocause having too meny children

a mon oan't give thew the nocessary educa-
Fion in order that later, whon old, the
song would nholp hime  (A=8i)

Sometimos it is said that children are the
weelth of tho poor but that is when they
arg grown up; when they are small they do
noshing but spend money, I think three or
four are enough. (A~13F)

About three or four for the poor puople.,..
and for the rich, they can have all thot
God wants to glve thom, (C-7F)

Given the desire then for the small family, does tho lower class
Puerto Rican take the necessary menns to attain his ends? The answer
here is squivocal, He tries, but too late or not hard enough. Or
he wants to try bub is hindered by superstitions, beliefs and
psychologicnl blooks., In the face of his desires for tho small
family we have the following sceming contradiction in behavior,

Teble 3y Total Prognanoies and Living Children

for
Country and Villagoe families

Country Villago
Median  Rangs Median  Range
Prognancios 5,5 (1-14) 4,5 (1-12)
Living Children 4,0 (0-12) 3eb (0-8)
Total Families (24) (24)

If wo wero to add the two or more pregnomcies which should normally
occur in these families before completion of the childbearing period,
the number of children would be significantly higher then the average

ideel, To derive some iden of whether such will be the case, an
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oxemination of this group's birth control practiccs must bo underteken,

The Incidence of Birth Control
Table 4 bolow shows clearly that the majority of tho group has abe-

temptod to limit family size.

Toble 4: Birth Control Practice in 48 Lower
Glass Frmiliesl

Currently Using Some Birth Control 23
Ifethod Other than Abstinenee

Currently Using fAbstinence 52
Previous Usc of Birth Control

Discontinued _ G

No exposure to Birth (ontrol 14

Total Femililes (48)

Two~thirds of the familles interviewed have tricd some birth control
measure and about half arc currontly omploying some technique. This
is a much higher proportion than has been found in other studiss,

Both the studies by Besbo and Belaval in 1942% and by Cofrosi? in

1
Rumbers were roughly the seme in village and country, although

the villages contain a slightly higher number of Mnevor used".

zlnoludod here are omsos of men who willfully proctice sbstinence

to provent conception, snd women who say they dony their husbeuds
frequently for this purpose. WVomen vho deny their husbands beoausc
of distaste for the sexusl sct have not been included.

3
Boebe Gilbort, and Belaval Josd, "Fertility and Contraception in

Puerto Rico", Puerto Rican Journal of Public Henlth and Tropical
ledieine, Sept., 1942,

4
Cofresi, Bmilio, Ronlidad Poblacional do Puarto Rico, (San Juan:
Impronta Vonezuela, 1951),




1948 found that in their semples of womon sceking information or help
i'rom public hoalth conturs, {nn obvious bias) only about ono~third
had usod birth control tochniquus., Hatt!s study of 6,000 Puorto
Ricsa women in 1947 found such little évidonco of birth control that

tho statisties could nobt bs snalyzed roliably.

vhilo the prosent ssmple is small, its signifloance camnot be overw
looked., 4Aside from the random sampling methods used, it 1s impertant
to renlize that (1) In a society of repid change the noxt most recont
stobistics on birth control in Puorto Rico {Gofresi) are throo years
o1dl (2) The superiority of the prosent inberviewing methods ere
such os to minimize or obliterate concenlment of birth control
practice.z Finally, it will be recalled that the sample was
selooted frowm Hortheastern Puerto Rico, the most advanced area of

tho island,.

But another reason for tho hiph incidence of birth coantrol can he

scon from Teble b which describes the methods employed.

1

In 1950 Public Henlth Stntions distributed 47,000 dozons of condoms
2,600 dinphrogms, 15,000 tubes of jellies and crocem, Data given by
Dr. Josd S, Belaval of the Depertment of Hoalth,

2
Hot only was rapport unusually high, but both husbands and wife
wore questionsd separately and their birth control histories
compared. '
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Table 5y Type of Birth Control Currently Usod

Sterilization 156
Condom 5
Abstinonoce 5
Douche 1
Withdrawal 1
Other 1
Total Families (28)

Starilizatioﬁ far outranks any other birth control mothod, while the
only mechanical contraceptive worth noting is the condom. This
ranking, though not the absolute incidonece, is in accord with Hatt's
‘data'which showed storilization in the 1ead.1 Ssmpling error un-
doubtedly accounts to a gront extont for the unusually high number
of sterilizations, but the great pepularity of sterilizetion in

Puorte Rico must be understood, In 1849 asbout 20% of 51l hospitnl

deliverios werc accomponied by sterilization, In a few hospitals

the rate was as high as 70% of all deliveries,

The function of this paper howover, is not to determino raotes or
incidences of hirth control methods but to analyze tho reasons for
their use or dlsuse, The remainder of tho papor will be dovoted o
angwering throe intorrelated questionsy (1) Thy, dospite nearly

univorsal small family mindedness, o large segment of thoe population

1
Cofresi's study showed the condom to have twice tho popularity of

sterilization, - Many of his cases were takon from people secking
birth control informntion, a bias which would work +o tho dis-
advantage of storilization, Additionally, his statistics include
post as well as prescnt use.
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uses no birth control methods; (2) Thy the standard contracepbivos
are so infrequently used; (3) Thy sterilization seems to be the lower

class Puerto Rican's solution to large femily problems,

RESISTANCES TO BIRTH CONTROL

The Relative Jbsence of Religious Tabus
The usual statements by vested interests or by those vho lack infor-
mation is that ignorance andreligion arc the main obstscles to a
birth control program in Pusrto Rico., There is a good grain of truth
in both thoso cenceoptions, but the situetion is quite differont than
commonly supposod., In the first place, though 85% of Puorto Rico's
populotion is classified es Roman Catholie, most of the 857 are
notoriously bad Catholics. They describe thomselves as "Catblico a
mi manera", (Catholic in my own wey) or "Ho soy fenfitico"(I'm not
fonatic sbout it), which usually meons that they do not go to church
or attend the smcraments, Hatt found that 81% of the meles and 70%

of the femnles attend church less than once a month or never.l

Most Catholices do not fuel the hound of the Church with repard to
birth control, In Cofresi's study, loss than 5% of the total ob-
Jections to birth control practices were based on religious ideology.2

In the present study, cases wore not sclf-selected as were Cofrositg,

1
Hatt, opus citod, Teble 23, p. 50,

“0ofrest opus cited, Teble 358, p. 96,
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Moreover, in a.Freely flowing interview of scversl hours, the respondent
has avery opportunity to verbelize his foelings. Sbill, whereas 6 out
of every 10 persons in the samplo are Catholio, only 1 out of 10, made
any roference to roligion or morals vhen discussing family limitation,
This matter is of sufficiont importonce to merit morse explanation, for
religious objections along with ignorance arc probably the two mos

importont impedimsnts to family limitation in the world today,

The first important thing to noto about tho ten religious objectors is
that four of them are memboers of Protustant seets. This is not sur-
prising, for sovernl of Puerto Rico's more muscular sects nre violently
opposed to birth control; nnd,-being nev, small and emotional religions
they hove a much greaber effeet on thelr adherent!s behaviors than

does tho token-for-granted Catholic roligiomn,

Moroovor, more drastic measures than the confessional admonition may
fall on the weyward membor of the Protestant scot,

I don't use controceptivos buoause it is Lore
bidden by our Church., (Yhat does the Church
do?) They put discipline to +thom and don't
lot them use tho vnil or prosch in the con-
gregation, and seat them in the lnst row of
benches in the Church, (Z-5I)

More important is the fact that hnlf of those respondents appear to

use religlon as a rationalization for their oppesition to birth control,

In reality their objections are based on more mundane rensons,

I have never tried to aveid children becsuso
vhon God gilves you a child it is bocause there
will be o piaece of bread for it ... lhat
mothods do you know?) None, only sterilizao-
tion, but I fear oporations too much., (C-1F)

(PR
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I heve never used them because what God orders

we should not inberfere with ,., My wife wanted
me to use condoms but I disagreed becausc I wos
ofroid that she would get sick. (C-1¥), ~ =

My husband wantsd me to have an operntion, but

I didn't want to beoause I think that is ogainst
God +.. Some men have tnlked aboubt vomen that
are operated and say thet tho woman is no good
any Woro., (If you knew about contrnceptives
would you use them?) Yes, if I knew I would use
them,.. I don't go to the Public Health Unit
because they have to look you all over and I

don't like that, I am ashrmod., (Y-2F)

[,

Te muy conclude thoen, that religion affects only & amall minority of
the population with respect to birtﬁ control, that many of those wmoy
be morc imporbtantly influenced by more socular reasons, and that
membors of cortain Protestant scets tend to be mere veciferous in
their religious objectioné then are Cotholics~-at least among the

lovor c¢lass,

Ignorance

Pure ignorance, in the senso of complete sbsense of birth control
information is not a factor ecmong our familics, There is no family
in ﬁhich at lcast one of the pertnors is not aware of one or more
birth control mothods in sddition to sterilization, Thus the usucal
olaims as to the pristine naivete of the uverage lower class Puerto
Rienn are largely untrue, Butbt ignoranco is prosent in two other
formss (1) Suporstition; (2) In tho lack of communication between

husband and wifc on soxual motbtoers.

Superstition: In conbrast to the observations of san anthropoloegist
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n fow years ago,} practiocally no suporstitious folk conbrnocptive
practicos wore found in our samplo. Onc man used special positions and
"tricks" ns n mothod, and one or two womon montioned the past usc of hert
Thethor the difference is due to strides in goneral or health edu-
cation in the past fow yesrs, or to differonoces in the respective
samples, cannot‘of cour s bo determined. It is the suthor's feeling

thot rising levels of education ond relatively acoessiblo health

contors are affecting the rapid extinetlon of such folk practices.,

Supsrstition however, crops up in anothor gerb among the women of the
present sample. It s seen in its negative form as a poverful fear

of tho physical effects of contraceptives., It is the most frequently
voiced objection of both the husbands and wives in our sample,z though,
as will bo seen, the womsn are probobly more convinsed of the truth

of' such beliefs than are the man,

A very prevalent congeption concerns the donger of cancer, but othor
dreaded diseapes arc also mentioned,
I dontt know any methods., it tho Public Heslth

Unit thoy give instructions bub I foar thom bo-
onuse poople sny it causes omncer, (Y-3F)

Some women talk always aboul those things,
Thotts why I heard about jelly, bubt I tell thoso
porsons, why do you use that? The teloum which
those things have remasins in your ubsrus and
you could mot n concer, {Z~GF)

1
King, Marguerite, "“Cultural Aspoots of Birth Control in Puerte
Rico", Human Biology, Vol. 20, A, Fob, 1948,

—

BCofresi, found that this wss the principal objection of non-birth

control users in 7% of his cases, op, cit,, Table 36, p. 95,
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Thoy could moke one sick of the uterus oand the
stomrch, There is a girl hore who avoided them
and pot tuboreculosis, [(Z-5F)

finothor very froquent feoar, probably bassd on tho folk fear of the
application of mechanicel "contrivances" or "gadgets" to the humen
bedy, is that the contraceptive will remain within the woman end
requiro extreordinary measures to remove 1t.

It might hurt me inside, They told me so wmany

atorios and once I was teld that something happoncd

to a women. It sbayed inside and went into her
bladdor. (Y-8T)

i A g e 2 iy

I heard about the sponge in the Public Health
Unit, but pcople scarod me, saying that it may
stay inside and the doctor has to pull it out, e,
(B-4F) ‘"

Thero (the Public Henlth Conter) I heard of a
rubber diephragm for the woman but I didntt tnke
it because other womon sosred me, One voman told
mo that thing stayed inside the womb b_and the
dootor had To pull it out, (X-6F) —

Yhat is the source of such bellefs? This is of course almost ime
poseible to dotermine, but we have a few clues., First of all 1%
is quiteo cloar thnt such opinions are not the result of isolated,
idiosynoratic thinking, They orc definitely proporty of the lower
¢clags group.
(Have you hesrd of avoiding childron?)} Yos, in the
Health Unit, but the poople seid it wes dangerous.
Somotimes in tho Hoalth Unit they said that it
coused onncer, (Tho snid so, the Doctor, the

nurse or who?) Vell, poople who wont to the Health
clinic for tremtment. ~ (Y-4F)

I hnve never used condoms for faenr that my wife
would get sick, Thare are so many that soy that
the woman could get sick thoat I wns efrsaid nnd
nover used it, (C=1M)
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(Vho told you this?) Another woman still young,
almost n girl, Sho told me that she had been
told about it, (Z-8F)

To n social group which is economically and cducstionally defensc-
1ess,l suspilcion and traditionalism is an apge old tool against at
boest the bowildering and at worst exploitive aspects of a newly
complex soclioty. A generalized attitude of nnxiety or uncertainty
about the new and mochanized world, combined with relative lgnorance
of that world is a personnlity syndrome vhich is fertile ground for
belief in ideas which will insure adhcroence to tho old, safe wmys,
Thus vie many supposo that evon in the presence of strong desires for
family limitation, a roeady willingness to amocept such superstitions
can keop meny women and some men from schieving their ideals. It is
this rather than ignorance por so which is a powerful impediment in tho

way of successful family limitation.,

Lack of Communication: Cofresi found that 25% of tho women vho had
nover praoctised birth control before coming to the Publie Health Center
claimed ignorecnce of such mothods.d In the present sample while there

ere only thres women who clnim thoy know of no methods, ignorance of

1

"Pora deofonderse mejor" {to defend oneself better) is one of the
moreé frequent reasons given for high educntional aspirations,
and indecd one of tho most frequent phrescs heard in Puerto Rico,
in rcferonce to eny number of things., It is perhaps the oubgrowth
of a people who havo always lived under some kind of colonial
conditions, and vho seldom find sn escape Lrom poverty.

2
Cofresi, op. cit., Table 35, p. 95,
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such ordinary techniqies ns the condom is frequont, Yet all husbands

know at least one method in additionlgg sterilization, Thern ere 19
of the 47 husbands intorviewcd who know o tobsl of one or more birth
control techniquos vhich their wivos do not.® Teblo 6 bolow shows
the rother surprising difforence betwoen husbands ond wives on the
most widely known contrnceptive, the condom,

Table 63 Awareness of tho Condom as n Birth
Control Method

Males Females
lwore ‘ 45 32
Not Lwaore 0 14
Ho Information 3 2
Total Cnses 48 48

The douche and withdrawnl show similar but not s uch marked discre-
pencies, while ouly the diaphrapgm shows a few more knowledgeable
wonoen than men, The genernl reasons for this discrepsncy wore
predicted on theoretienl grounds olsevhoro? but require somc ex-
planntion and documentation herc. Two interrelated cultursl potterns

operate to ¢auso the communications broach botween male and female,

This is probably an underestimate., A good number of vomen were
askod only the gonerel question, "What birth control methods do
vou know?" In these enses thoso contracoptives method which were
not mentlioned were not counted as methods not knowm, Only those
women who replied negatively to the specific probes, "Do you know
mothods XYZ?" or "Do you know any othor methods?" were scored

as ignorant of these,

2
See J, Mayone Styocos, "Family and Fertility in Puerto Rico",
wimgographed, University of Puerto Rico,
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(a) The cloistering of the femnle, prior to but to a consideranble
extent subsoquent to marriage., Closoly releted is the nssumption
thot women (vives and daughters) are pure and holy, (b) The
superordinance of the male, which often puts significant ¢ommuni-
cation barriers between male ahd:ﬁem&lolon delicate matters, nnd
which endorscs the witholding of information from the wife on the

part of the husband,

The Cloister Pattornsy The cloister pattern was overvholmingly observe
by the psronts of tho womon in our semple., Space pormits only a fow
illustrations to show the intensity of such seemingly arilstocratic
patberns ameng tho lower closs.

I knevw nothing before I got mrried ,., I had

few moments with my friends ... I nevor went eny

place ... {My parents) didn't even lel me go to
the yard to pilny, (G-LF)

At home mother didn!'t tell me anything and ag
she reised us so shub up T couldn't learn from
anyono clse, (7T

I was reared with so much respect that even when
my mobthor had a child ve were not pormitted into
her FOOMm UNGL L oftor TAree GnyS cee S0 WG WOre
very ignorant snd nevor heard snything of that.
(A=11F)

Wor is this pattorn changing to the extent to which most people in
Puerto Rico believe. In answer to the gonoral quoestion, "How should
children be brought up, the way that your parents raised you or in
some othor way?" two out of three women elected tho traditional
fashion, On the more specific question, "Do you oxpsot to be more
strict, less strict or the ssme in striotness as your parente wore

with you during courtship?" , twenty-ono of the fourty responses
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consisted of "more strict" or Ythe samo",

A woman from one of the villeges shoved her anxicty about the urban
thrent Yo traditionalism in the following remark,
I am orazy ebout living in a place wvheore thore

are no neighbors, where I can hnve my pgirls a).one
and shut up in the house. (Y=2F)

It goes without saying that therc is no such male m ttern and most mon
(38 of the 45 vho answered this question) admittod pre-maritel sexual
exporisnce, mainly with prostitutos and women sopernted {rom théir
husbondss On the other hand, all the women were virginsl upon merringec

and Table 7 shows how little they know prior to marringe.

Table 7; Pre-marital Sszual Knowledge of Fomales

Childbirth Sexunl Relotions Contraception
Country Village Country Village Country Village
Nothing 6 5 9 3 19 16
Little 9 11 g 14 1 2
Much 7 8 6 7 2 3
Hurb er
who
snswered 22 24 24 24 a2 20
1

One might expcot the concealment of informetion on thig item,
but in answor to the more projective question, "Are the
majority of the young girls around here virgin when they
marry?"” most respondants backsd up their personal histories,
Practically all tho respondunts answered this question in

the affirmntive, and most of these added that they knoew of
no or only one exception,
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Illustrations of Cutegoriss Uscd in Teble 7

Childbirth Sexual Rolations Birth
Control
Nothing "obody told me any- "4t home nobody "You learn
thing. I knew telked about that, about that
nothing sbout it." not even about only after
menstruation,” you geb
marriod,"
Little "Only that it was "One hoars what "I hoard
painful,® is said, but about
nothing else," being
operated
oM, 1
Much "I knew nbout "I knew vhat "I had heard
those thinge heppens on of cowdang
bogauss ono the wedding and doucher
always learns night,"
from other
girls, "

Once marriocd, of courss, oxperience is the principnl teacher with
repgard to sexual relations and childbirth, Also the morried woman's
culture is opon %o them. That is, the newly-ved is now free from the
tabus on discussion of sexual matters in the presence of wvirgins. But
the combination of medesty patternsand a generally low level of infor-
mebion among the women, keep many wives in ignorance of the range
of birth control msthods availlable to them,

(ﬁhy hedn't you decided on sterilization before?)

Bocause ..es I have nlways beon too shy, I dién't

dare to spenk Lo anyone who could help me unbil

I told tha docter of the Healbth Unit and he

promised to nelp me, (After her fifth child).
(X 7T)

The cffects of thé cloister pattern of childhopd and edolessconce,
combined with the conception of the essential evil of scx, do not
suddunly weor off upon marriege, and consequently we find modesty

an important obstacle in the way of scouring scourate information
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on birth control, A half dozen women voiced shame as their principal
reason for not getting information at Public Health Centers, and many
otheors expressed this feeling as an auxiliary rcason,
Itm ashamed of asking for them and thatl's why
I never go to the Health Unit. Some of my

friends asked me o 4o 1%, a8 thay are doing
it now, but I am ashsmoed ... (C=2F)

I never went to the Health Unit when I was
pregnant, I didn't 1like to go there, I
didn't like to be exemined by a dootor,

I was scared of it, I have nover boen exw
amined by a doctor, (Y-4F)

(I have nover gone to the Health Unit) because

we go there for trestment and they have to look
you all over, snd I don't like that, I am a=-
shamed., T have had five kidp and nobody has seen
me, I had two babies in the hespltel with nurses
and throe nt home with my motheyp; tho midwife came
only to out the umbilical cord, {(¥-2F)

Fhile 1little can be done to ochange rapidly such modesty patterns,
something can easily be done to svoid the type of embarrassment
sxpressed bolow,

Many frionds of mine invited me to tho Health
Unit and I didn't dare to go. (Thy?) Because
it wng knovn by everyone that in X town on
Tuesday in the Health Unit thoy give the
prophylactics and the women were Scel coming
out from tho Henlth Unit with thelir package
aend everybody knew what thoy had gone there
for. ((=6F)

The Superocdinant Position of the Maley Tho male owes his fortuitous
position in the authoriby structure in Pusrto Rico to the inhsritance
of Catholicism, Spanish custom and rural living., This has several
consgquences as regards birth oontrol, and at this point we may
.mention its implications for inter-sex communication,

A rending of the interviews quickly discloses the frequent
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communications barriers between husband ond wife which are based on
difforences of status, Inter-sox hostility and suspicion are note-
infrequent impediments in the way of successful communicstion, bhut
respect ("respoto:" the rocognition of the superior status of the
man and the infarior but pure and saintly status of the woman) =and

modesty are the most frequent barriers to intorchange of opinions.1

There are firstly those women to whom status and modosty are so token
for grantod that it never occours to them to ask their husband questions
on such delicate matters as birth control,

(That did your husband say sbout birth control
methods?) He doesn't like anything of that,

He never tells me anything, I don't know why

he doesn't liko them, but he hag nover used them.
(2-4F)

I have heard of the condom but I don't know how
it is, (Does your husband know?) Porhaps he
knows, but hc hasn't told me rbout it. (I~60)

A1l I had were girls, that's why we had six,
looking for a boy, (Thy did you want a boy?)
I don't know, he nover told me, (L=9F)

The responses of some men reflect thelr own scceptonce of a situation

in which 1% is not oxp eoted that o woman have an opinion on such

subjocts,
(And from whom comes bhat idea of svoiding the
children?) Woll from me, from whom would that bo?
(X010
1

Yiomon were asked whethor or not they discussed sexual matters with
their husbands, and if so what sort of things, Of the 40 women
vho anawered this question, only 15 gave a clear indication that
thay discussod such matters with their husbands,
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(¥hat about contraceptives for women?) I have nevor
askod her about them, (And cbout heving childron,
vhat do you ask her?) Nothing. (Vhy?) Beoause it
has never occurred to me to ask her, (A-10M)

HMost of the exprossions of faulty communicsitions, however, come from
women who apparontly hold opinions on birth control but vho are too
"shy" to express these to their husbands., HNote that the statoments
are phrased in term of "daring" and "respeot", implying that the
modesty is the result of a stotus and sex differonce, That is, to
speak of such tings would be a presumption stepping beyong the
culturally approved rols of the woman,

(Have you ever telkod this over with him?) XNo,

I dontt dare to talk of these matters with him.
(C-61)

(Do you cver discuss sexunl matbters with your
husband?) HNover, I'm ashamed to do it and I
feol much rospoct towsrds him. I have heard
some of my friends talking about rubbers, and I
liked the idea, (Did you tell your husband?)
Ho, I did not dare to. I never spoonk of those
things with him, I get ashamed. (C-2F)

Some men eocho the some sentiments but in a differcent sense, Rather
than a status prosumption, it is a presumption on the woman's purity
and "goodness",

(Why don't you ask your wife what she profers?)

To my wife, me talk about those things? Look

man I conldn't even try ,.. I nm not aceustomed
to talk nbout these Lhings vith my wile. (C-4)

The wife will bo offended if one uses tho condom.
(But have you ever talked it over with your wife?)
No, nover, I would not dere to do it, (Y-2M)

THE ROLE OF THE MALE IN BIRTH CONTROL
Mole Objcotions to Contraceptives

Most of our attenbion has boeen concontrated on feminine attitudes
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toward birth control, but the fact that males appenr somsvwhat less
interested in the small family plus their suporordinant position as
regards the soxes, merkes crucial an exsminotion of male attitudes,
Firstly me.can draw gsome cluss from the use of the most popular
contraceptive-~the condom, Twenty femilies have at some timo in thoir
maritel histories employcd the condome, 4 total of 15 families heve
discontinued use of this mothod. Thy have the males turned away from
a 1o thod which is chaasp (Public Health Centers supply them free),
simple, and, if properly used, effective? It is not thet they turn
to other contraceptives., Of the 15, only ono is currently using a
oontrabeptive substitute, Of the remaining fourtecn, sleven have had
their wives storilized. 7o are left then with two major questions ns
regords the male; (1) That is it that repels him from femele contra-
ceptives and the condom? (2) That is it about sterilization thot
mekes him prefeor this relatively drastic meaesure to the simpler

mothods mentioned obhove?

Theoretically, the mnles might insist on birth control desplto femnle
feurs and superstitions, This is not the omse, Not only, as was
noted sbove, does the male sppear more intorested in proereation, but
he has squally strong objections to birth control, objsctions more
deeply roobed nnd probsbly less mmenable to changs than are those

of* the female,

Firstly the male thinks of birth control mainly in terms of the condom
and sterilizotion, somewhat in terms of withdrawal, and hardly at all
in terms of fomalo controceptives., Then asked nbout his knowlsdge of

conbracepbives he scoarcely mentions the dlaphragm or douche and when
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specifioally probed, still shows himsclf to be in considerable
ignoranoe.l Mcn do not go to the Public Henlth Centers ns do the
women, and are consequently doniced that source of information. Inter-
gex verbal tabus oporate ito insure that they may lesrn from their

wives but certainly net from other "good" women,

Even whore men ars awore of fomale methods they are often unfavorably

disposed Yo thom for an interesting roason--the femnle contraceptives

take the control of camception away from the male. In the first place

this offends tho male sens of superiority and dominsnce, In the two
exsmplos oited bolow it is Loken for granted that control will be in
the hands of the husbend. Nobte how jealously the male guards his
"soeret" of birth control,

(4nd what will you do if he stops using contra-
ceptives?) Tell then I'll continue having
children because if he stops using them it's
probably due to the fact that he wants to
have more children, (But you told mo you
don't weant any moro. ¥Thy don't you uso
conbtracoptivos yourself?) Oh, I wouldnit
dnre, He 1s the one vho docides those
things, and if he doosnit wont %o use them
I wouldn!t dere beocause he could gelt mad
ot me.  (Geok)

I am the one who avoids thom, 8ho doesn't
know tho secret of avoiding the childroen,
The woman pobs prepgnant if the mon wants
her o, {B-5M)

These ettitudes seom Lo be oxpressed in behavior, Although the
stimulus f'or birth contro) ecamo from the wives in e majorlty of the

cases, only thres wives say thoy moade the final deeision to use it,

1
¥heroas all men know of the condom and sterilization, 15 do not

know about jelly, diaphragm or douchs,
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But there is & morce subtle nnd perhaps more significont explanatione=
femalo contraceptives theoretically permit the woman illicit soxual
roelations without the threat of visible signs of such derilection;
that is, if the sanction of pregnmcy is removed from illicit soxual
intercourse, the husband is no longsr in a position of determining

whether or not his wife is faithful to him,

Such a hypothesis might seem for-fetched to the continental, but it
is quite typical of the logic of tho lower class Puerto Rican, who
appears almost phobie in his anxletios concerning the fidelity of
his wife and the chasgtity of his daughbers. This complex will be
desoribed in full elsewhere, [For the prosent we may oxamine its

manifestations with respect to birth control,

Firstly it is one more factor vhich impedes successful communiecation
botweon husband and wife on birth control matters., Some wives have
beon so well inculented with the phobic logic of their hugbands thot
they do not dare to suggest a fomale method for feer it will inour
the sus?icion of their husbands. For example, the author's research
assistont ongaged a young lady in conversation while waiting in a
Doctor?s office., The latter explained that slthough she wantoed to be
storilized she could not suggest it to her husband, Mo was soon
embarking for Korea and might suspoct intentions of infidelity
during his absence. A similor case is taken from the study.

Everybody counsels him to operate mo because

otherwise we are going to havo too many children...

(How did you feel about his iden?} I was delighted

bacause I was willing to be operated but I didn't
dare telling him. (Fhy didn't you darc?) Because
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many mon dontt like their wives to be operated be~
cnuso they think they are unfaithful to them, that
the women want this in order to have contact with
other men, (C-6F) '

Sterilization is the main object of such condemnation, both from men
and women, not only because it is the most widely known birth control
method in Puerto Rico, but also bacause it is the most "fool-proof."

There are a lot of women around here vho are being
operated on, but they are not doing it so much to
prevent ohildren; they do it Lo proteot themselves,
(In what way?) Screwing around with obhor men,
Theruv are lots of such women around, The majority
of them do it for that purpose, (Y-3M)

(Are you against having tho wife operated?) Yes,
that is against natural laws and could give way bo
corruption because that would pive an opportunity
to the wife to be unfalthful to the husbend, (X=3M)

Other female methods while mentioned less frequently, are grected with
the same anxiebles., In the following case, the respondent claims a
failure of contraception almost led to a separation, showing that in
torms of male bohavior, the womens'! fedrs are nothvithout bhasis,

I heard of a women here who used the diaphregm...
Leter sho became pregnant and the husband said
the child was not his ... They almost separatoed
becsuse as they were using the method the
husband thought she was pregnsnt of another

man. (Z-1F)

The phobia reaches its zenith in the case oited below, in which the
intriocacy of the loglc is noteworthy, Not only huas the suspicion
boen applied to the condom, bubt after ton children, the respondent
is so afrald of her husband's suspicions that she will not use the

condom until she menstruates.
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I brought (the condoms) homs from the Health
Centor and he acceptod thom nnd ussd them for
about two years, After I had my lost child
four months ago I looked for prophylactics
agailn ot the Health Unit but I haven't used
thom yet because I haven't secn menstruation
and if I uge them and then I find out that I
am_pregnant again my husband wmight think T had
Lontact With other men; so I onn!t use them
Until 1 Know whether 1 em pregnant or not,

{(B~3F)

For the men, the condom is the most frequeontly and most thoroughly
discussed contraceptive. Although relatively fow men have ever used
itwith thoir wives, and cven fewer use it curreuntly, all men know it
and many have used it as a protoctive device when having sexual
relations with prostitutes or the wives of ether men, As the
illustrations below show, in such cases it is accepted as a necessary
tochnological device used in a token~for-granted way for illieit
relations,

Yhile I worked os a elerk in a drygoods store

for 16 ysars I uscd them to avoid children,

I never liked to have children out of marriage,.

I keeop that custom yet, If I pick a woman out-

side I nlways got her with o condom Go avoid
having children owtside of marriage, (o=oM)

I use the condom when I have intercourse with
other women, One reason is to protect mysslf
‘against diseeses, the other is to kecp from
having children from other women, {i~11M)

I used the condom with that women, because as
sho was a married woman, I didn't want to have
children in her. I didn't want her husband to
sce that the child might resemble me, That’is
vhy I used condoms, I learnsd that with some
American drunkards in 1918, (X-9i0)

As concerns one's wife howsver, the condom rcceives abusc from most

of the men., Vhersas only nine women raise objections to the condom,
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twonty~nine men do so, The distribution of the objoctions is shovm

in Table 8,

Toble 8: Malo Objections Lo the Condonm

Causes Harm to Wife 11
Dirty or for Prostitutes 10
Gives Less Plensure 9
Too Much Troublse 3
Problems of Cosbt and Supply 3

Total Objections {36)

Total Objectors . | (29)

The most frequently cited objection, possible harm to the wifle, has
already roccived sufficiont illustration, There is one possible
differonce botween the mele and fomale comments on this point--some
of the male responses do not ring true, From a cureful roading of
their opinions, one con occasionnlly soe thot the man is using the
health objections as an excuse or rationalization for his more selfish
obisctions ﬁo the condom, Since defective interviewer probing on
this item was the rule rather than the oxception, we are left only
with speculation as to the possible frequency of such rationalizations,
In the following cnses, & good glimmer of the rabtionalizetion pattern
appears,

I usaed the condome, but I wns afraid that the

rubber would stoy inside the woman and could

harm her, and also hecouse I felt repulsion
to toke it off, (B~bii)

The wifo didntt want me to uso (condoms) becauso
sho feared she might gel sick, It seemed to mo
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that her friends told her that, (And what
do you think sbout that ?) That they don't
do harm to anybody., (C-10M)

It seems to the writor that the more significant objections lie in the
"icss pleasure", "for prostitutes", and "uncloan" categories., It is
quite olear that once the condom is considered in comnnection with
one's wife, it cecases to belong to the secular world and enters the
realm of tho smored, It is no longer a matter-of-fact technical means
to an end dovice as 1t was with the prostitute, but takes on the hue
of the baskot lunch in church, Permissible snd unquestionod in the
everyday world, it becomes obscone, dirty and degrading whon it touches
the Holy-~the Wife. This concept makes clear tho relationship betweon
objeotions which at first appear discrete ond inexplicable, ¥Vhy for
exnmple, should the poverty stricken Puerto Rican male, unaccustomed
to rumning water and basic sanitary facilities, expross such squeamish-
ness aboubt removing the condom?

They aro filthy ... repulsive ... (In vhat way?)

Bogauge vhen I take the condom off I feel sick
to my stomooh, (A-10H)

I never liked them. They give ‘oo much trouble,
Ono gebs disappointed removing them because
they look dirty. (C=3u)

I gonsider them filthy hocause of the dispgust
they give after one finishes the sexual act,
{X-81)

Fhen speaking of the diminished and blunted pleasurc ho receives
when using the condom, tho explonation may be in psychological terms
rather than in terms of pure physical sensation. Notlce in soms

of the illustrations below how the concopt of the "espuela Timpi~"
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(the clean spur) is interwoven with the idea of physical Sensation.l
Vith prostitutes I use condoms, but with clean

women I don't use them. (Thy not?) ... Tlell,
it is so good with a clean spur, (Y-8H)

I heard of the condom but he never used it
becouse he said he liked it better "a espuela
limpia" because it gives him more plsasure,
{X-101)

And notice hore how closely disgust is rolated to "less pleasure,

For me it wns o disgust, bescause one doesn't feel
the sensation that one should feel, (Y~8M)

I feel disgusted when taking it off and for not
fooling enough sensation I don't use it, (B-4M)

The complox finds its most exanct expression in those statoments vhich
indicate that the condem 1s for the prostitute only, According to the
double standard there must be two sharply divided classes of women---

the good and holy; the evil and the profane.

Any object or ides which ig assessed as a potential bridge between

these two worlds, presents a definite sooinl and psychological threat,z

There is o factor here which will reoeive more attention at a
later date, but which should be menbioned now, Tho strong
thread of virility enxiety which runs through the lower

class male population may be related to the squeamishness
Thug anything which adulterates or diminishes the full

impact of masculinity (of which the penis is the symbol) is
treatod with disgust, es a "porqueria'e-. a worthless and
dirty thing, That thils may have its psycho-dynamic basis

in castration fears is a possibility.

2

This division should also opsrnte to desexunlizo the wife
in many respects. There is soma evidonce for this in our
present study, but spnee does not permit its exposition.
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for it menaces the complex value systom which justifies illicit sexunl
relationships for mon, Both for his own psychic well-being and for

1 the male mast

the successful continuance of infidelity patterns,
keop these worlds tightly compartmentnlized. That the condom is
conceived of as such a threat is clearly rovealed in the illustrations
bolow,

The condom is for the prostitutes ... those things

I don't use with my wife, because that ; 'denigra!t

debases my wife to use something that is usgg
with prostitutes, (A-bi)

I don't dare to use that with my wife, (Vhy?)
Tell that is only used with the prostitutes and
my wifo is an honest woman., (Y-4M)

Thot is used when ons pgees with prostitutes,

and the wife would bo offended if ome used that,
(Have you tnlked sbout it with your wife?) No,
noever, I wouid not dare o do ite (T=SH)

Sterilization

One fiinal explanation begs attention: What explains the popularity
of sterilization? There are probably a complex of reasons accounting
for this phenomenon, The first is tho "push" of the Public Health
Conters which encourage sbterilization in those cases whore it is
indicated by oirocumstances of health and/or economic condition,
Second ars the objections of the male to the condom, and the faars,
modesty, or ignoranco of the woman about female contraceptives,

Sterilization precludes the embarrassment of repeasted calls at the

1

The infidelity patterns are funotional in several ways for lower
class society, but here only the most relevant function shall be
mentioneds, Two men admitted using other married women sexunlly
to avoid children in their ovwm wives,
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Health Unit, and obviates thé noed for repeated applications of
mechanical devices. In one operation the problem is forever solved,
and the women need no longer worry about the vagaries of her husband

or her own superstitious qualms,

The final reason is less obvious but no less importent., It concerns
the tardy and careless application of the usual contraceptive methods,
Vo huve scen that in oll of the families, at lesst one of the partners
is aware of some form of birth control, But this is current knowledge,
and the averago couple in our sample has been merried for 15 years,
Birth control by means of contracoptives or sterilization is rolatively
new on the islend and many of our respondents have learned recently,
and too late,

I would like to have only two children. (Why do

you now have moro than two?) I did not have the

nscessary experience, I did nob know any methods
o prevent children, (X~1OF)

(Why didn't you huve them when you wanted?) At
that time we didn't know sbout avoiding them..,

(Y~5F)

At that tlme nobody knew about avoiding children.,.
I have heard, but only laterly, (X~5F)

The relative recency of such methods is the cause for rueful expressions
from those who wish their knowledge had come earlier.

My parents had advised me to prectice birth control.

iy mother told me that if she had known sbout this

before, she would not have ton as she did., She cays

that this was unknovm before, My parsnts want me to

?ava §ew children to give them a bottor educntion,
C-6¥

(hy werentt you sterilized sooner?) That method
came here vhen I was already full of children,
(X~10T)
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Not only doos knowledge come late, but even where knowledge is present,
i1t may not be utilized for some time. The narcism and sterility fears
of the male, the desire of both partners "to know sons' love", and
the froquent reliance on children to keep the marriage together, means
that the first few children tend to be accepted as they come, Or if
contracaeption ile used, it is used erratically end carelossly.l The
net result is that within the first few years of their married life
a couple will find themsclves with a number of children ol ready
oxcoeding their ideal. Of all those families vho have tricd birth
control methods, the modian starting period was after the third child

and a quarter of the cases started only after the fifth.

In the first few years of marringe there was little realization of
the drastic consequences of an sbsence of family plerming, Accustomed
to thinking in terms of lmmediate gratification or in terms of meeting
problems only vhen they arise, the uneduocated Puerto Rican collects
o large family before he renllzes it,

+ev 0ne has his wife, uses her, ond one thinks

that she is not going to get pregnent, (One

builds up a large fomily) little by little.
(Y-7M)

There was no desire on my part of having children
or not ... but as one doesn't know when having
sexual plessure with the women and one doesn't
know what it is to have a son until one has it,
Thon I didan't ecare, HNow I do care bocause I know
vhat = son costs, (Z-611)

Thus when awakening comes the family faces a minor or major orisis,

They cmn no longer afford to experiment vith contraceptives or to

i ,
See Beebe and Belaval, for a good discussion om the careless way
contraception is used, op. cit., p. 50.
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use them erratioally, for one mors mistake is ono more mouth to feed
vhen nlready thoro is not enough food. Thoy consequently seck a

mothod which cannot fnil, Vie may suppose that such male suspicions

a8 were previously exprossed, rapidly f'ade in thoe face of harsh
ocononic realitios, Thon such reasoning as this is combined with
the oheapness and facility of sterilization, the high rates of this
mothod of birth conitrol become more undorstandablo.

(Storilized after five births) My husband
did not want mg to be sterilized before,
because people told him thot tho woman
would alweys be sick, {(How was he
convinced?) Begause the sconomic sit-
uation obliged him, (Y1-8F)

(After 5 births plans sterilization)
voe L Lhought about going to the
Public Health Center again to pet
onother method but I didntt do it
and so I had my fourth son, The
condom was not good at all. Later
on I didn't avoid thom agnin and got
prognant. I have gaid ‘that it would
bo as God wishes and that if I pot
prognant sgain, I would be operatod
and that's what I am going Lo do now.
(X=8F)

COHCLUSIONS

Demographic statlstics which have shown no apprecisble drop in the
birth rate for deocadss conocoal potentinls for rapld change in
Puerto Rico, The current study along with others shows that traw-
ditional large family ideals have become almost extinct in

Puerto Rico, and thsot fumbling but usunlly ineffective birth

control measures sre being tricd by a sizosble proportion of the
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population, Two of the most powserful deterremts to family limi-
tation in underdeveloped countriss, religion and sheer ignorance,
nre the fceblest of all the factors standing in the way of an
effeotive insular program of family limitation. Superstitious
beliefs concorning the danger of contraceptives; hostility,
suspicion and lack of communication between hushand and wife; and
male psychologionl blocks are the major deterrents. Obviously the
firgt of thosc is the simplest to dissipote, Given the desire for
family limitation which theso femilios have, a simple program of
education would rapidly crack thosc superstitions which thrive in
the absence of authoritvetive information. The other factors, while
less amenablo to rapid educative influence, may be circumvented by
other moans., Fomale doctorsg in public health units, de-omphasis
of the ocondom, and directing propngenda at husbends in addition to
the wives, are simple methods which will reccive more atiention

at o later date, They arv mentionod now merely to show how, by
means of aeven a modest program, Puerto Rico's super~snturated

population could bhe precipitatod into a fertility deocline,




i

MALES
Country

£=3
A=b
A-10
A=11

FEMALES
Country

A=11
A-13
Ba3
B-4
C-1
G=2
C=86
C-7

CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS QUOTED

" aa am A w40 =

e

P

o

-

AR gk e S e we wh e

-

- 37 =

IN THE

FOREGOING PAPER

Qccupation

Chauffer-public car
Foreman, sugar cane

Laborer-coffee plant,
Laborer, Road maintenence

Laborer, sugar cane
Laborer, sugar cans
Peddler

Laborer, sugar cane
3tore Clerk

Owner, small bar
Chauffer

Mill machinist
Store Clsrk

Invalid

Laborer, sugar mill]
Croupier

Loborer, sugar cane
Carpenter

Laborer, sugor cans
Laborser, sugar mill
Poddlexr

Laboror, textile factory
Leborsr, textile factory

Seamstress
Housewife
Housgewife
Housewife
Housewife
Housowife
Housewife
Houseowifs
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31
47
26
34

47
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24
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28
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Religion
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Cath,
Baptist
Christ
of the
Antilles
Cath,

¢ Cath,
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Cath,
Cath,
C{lthu
Cath,
Cath,

Spil"ito
Luth,
Cathc
Cath,
Gath.
Evang.
Cath,
Cathe
Caths
Evang.
Cath .
Evang.

Eval’lg.

H Bﬂpt.

Cath.
Cath,
Cath,

v Cath,

Cath,
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Cocoupation

Housewifs
Housswife
Houscwife
Housewlife
Janitress, public school
Hougewife
Housswife
Housewife
Housewife
Housewife
Housewif'e
Hougowife
Houscwif's
Housswife
Housovife
Housewife
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54
40
32
38
43
36
27
52
26
38
40
a7
23
50
21
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Years
Educ.

None

None
3
6

None
1
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Religion

Cath,
Cath,
Cath,
Evang,.
Cath,
Spirit.
Hone
Cath,
C&thn
Evang,
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Cﬂtho
Pent,
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